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The Akratic Gap.
Remarks on the Book VII of Nicomachean Ethics in Walter 
Burley’s Commentary

Roberto Limonta

Walter Burley’s Commentary to the Nicomachean Ethics is commonly consid-
ered little more than an expositio littere. Nevertheless, in some notanda he raises 
open questions about the crucial gap between the conclusion of the practical syl-
logism and action. Within the interpretative framework of Saarinen’s and Wood’s 
works, I will focus on Burley’s analysis of akrasia in book VII. The first point will 
be some questions related to a notandum, concerning the gap between intellect and 
will as typical of akrasia. Secondly, I will analyze it in the light of Burley’s seman-
tics, where conceptual tools developed in one science prove useful in solving prob-
lems of another discipline, in this case ethics. Finally, I’ll address the Commen-
tary’s brief gloss about heroic virtue, as example of Burley’s first steps in the use of 
measure languages in ethics, by analogy with the Oxford Calculators’ techniques. 
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1. Introduction

In his 1999 article Walter Burley on akrasia: Second Thoughts, Risto 
Saarinen complained about the little scholarly attention devoted to 
Burley’s commentary on the Nichomachean Ethics 1. Twenty years 
later, the situation has not changed much: a critical edition of the 
Expositio super libros Ethicorum Aristotelis (dated around 1333-1341) 
is still sorely needed – despite the fact that we do have an excellent 
manuscript tradition – and the secondary literature is equally lim-

1 A sincere thanks to Laura Rosella, for her collaboration in the drafting and reviewing 
of the English version of this text.
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